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A Matter Of "Personal Horrors" 


I once read a particularly frightening Stephen 
King story called "The Monkey," in a "Best of 
Horror" anthology (later to be released in Skeleton 
Crew). After experiencing recurring nightmares, I 
didn't read the King for more than five years. 

Still, I retained my interest in horror, although 
more in film form than anything else. Clive Barker 
eventually brought me back full-force to reading 
horror fiction, and now I'm busy writing it. Yet 
even as my imagination cooks up frightening tales 
of killer dolls or dream slashers, I am more scared of 
what I call "Personal Horrors." 

Growing up a Mormon, I believe in the 
existence of evil -- and, though now pushed out of 
that faith because of my lifestyle "choices," I still 
believe some tenets the church taught me. Yetif 
one is to believe in an evil force loose in the world -- 
and afterworld -- one must look only into our lives 
today to find that which should really scare us: 

A nation at war, confused issues and difficult 
choices being decided upon by our elected officials 
— choices which could bring the deaths of hundreds 
or thousands of innocents and not-so-innocents. To 
some, the term "potential body count" seems as 
patriotic as a flag. 

Sexual molestations of children occur every 
few minutes in America, usually by family members 
or close family friends. The cycle often continues, 
perpetuating molestation as the abused becomes the 
abuser. 
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Neo-Nazis and Klan members attempt to 
revive Hitler's dream of a Master Race. Not content 
to plant swastikas and hurl racially bigoted epithets, 
they take things in hand with firebombs, guns, and 
beatings. 

Gays and lesbians must walk the streets in 
fear, in most cities, victims of an even larger 
percentage of bigots. When their skulls are crushed 
by baseball bats and steel-toed boots, our legal 
system allows the attackers off with light sentences 
because (to use a line from Harvey Fierstein) 
"Everyone knows queers don't matter." 

Women are sexually intimidated in the 
workplace, terrorized and raped on the streets, in 
the alleys, in the parks. If they survive to face the 
years of rebuilding their lives and trust, they face 
the shame of a society which says, "She was asking 
for it." 

Next to these, any horror stories I write pale by 
comparison. Ditto Barker and King and Etchison 
and Rice and all the others. In this issue's story, 
Chucky uses society's distrust of horror fans for his 
own purposes. The general public, which laps up 
real horror in the news and in scandal magazines 
every day, points the finger of judgement at horror 
fans. 

They attack what they view as "seed of 
violence nad evil planted in our minds,” while 
ignoring the ruinous flower of bigotry and sexism 
that blooms, blood red, in the heart of America. 


-- Andy Mangels 
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CHILDS PLAY: 


"STUCK ON CHUCK” 
CONTEST 


ist PRIZE 
A starring role in CHILD'S PLAY #5 (the comic) for a character 21 years of 
age or older. 
A molded Chucky inside a Good Guy box, an actual prop used in the film. 
ACHILD'S PLAY #2 comic book, autographed by the filmmakers. 


2nd PRIZE 
A CHILD'S PLAY #2 script, autographed by the filmmakers. 
A molded Chucky inside a Good Guy box, an actual prop used in the 
film. 
ACHILD'S PLAY #2 comic book, autographed by the filmmakers. 


IZE 
An empty Good Guy box, an actual prop used in the film CHILD'S 
PLAY 42, autographed by the filmmakers. 


CONTEST RULES: 


1.) First place winners must provide at least 10 usable photos of 
their faces at their own expense. 

2.) First place winners must provide age statement and sign a 
model release form. 

3.) Winners will be contacted by mail and will be announced in the 
comic book, CHILD'S PLAY: THE SERIES 

4.) Employees (and their families) of Innovative Corporation, 
Universal Studios, and their affiliated companies or 
organizations, are not eligible. 

5) Odds of winning depend on the number of entries received. 

6) Winning entries will be selected by a random drawing on or 
about March 30, 1991. 

7.) Тахез are the responsibility of the prize winners. 

8.) Selections of prizes are conducted by independent judges whose 
decisions are final in matters pertaining to this offer. 

9.) No purchase necessary, original or photocopy entries accepted." 

10.) Void where prohibited by law. 

11.) Federal, State and local regulations apply. 

12.) Nosubstitution of prizes. 

13.) Mail to: STUCK ON CHUCK CONTEST, Innovation 
Publishing, 3622 Jacob Street, Wheeling, WV 26003 
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